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Corylus books (2019) has been established
specifically to publish fiction translated into
English.
There is a small group behind the company, all
of us with backgrounds in academia and the
world of books – notably translated fiction.
Having all been involved in various aspects of
publishing for many years, we were all very
aware of the obstacles to getting quality
translated fiction published in English, not
least the general reluctance from mainstream
publishers to take on translated works,
especially from less widely spoken languages.
So we set out to address this by doing it
ourselves.
In its first year of operation, Corylus has
already published three books translated from
Romanian, has two translated from Icelandic
due for publication before the end of the year,
and is working on translated works from
French and Spanish.

Anamaria
IONESCU
Anamaria Ionescu was born in 1976 and has lived
her whole life in Bucharest. She qualified in law but
for the last twenty years has had a career as a radio
producer for the Romanian Broadcasting
Company. Her debut as a writer was a story
published in a weekly magazine in 2008. Her first
published book was a 2009 collection of short
stories, since when she has published a second
volume of short stories volumes and three novels.
Her novel based on the 1989 fall of the communist
regime, The Christmas That Never Came, was one of
Tritonic Publishing's best sellers in 2017. She has
contributed to five collections of short stories
volumes, including Bucharest Noir (Tritonic 2017)
and Gastro Noir (Tritonic 2018).

When investigator Sergiu Manta is handed the
investigation into a series of bizarre murders, he
can't sure what he's getting involved in as he has to
work with regular detective Marius Stanescu, who
has his own suspicions about the biker he has been
told to work with, and wants to get to the truth. The
twists and turns of their investigation takes them
from the city of Bucharest to the mountains of rural
Romania, and back.
“Zodiac” brings together elements of a spy novel
and a crime story, focusing on secret agent Sergiu
Manta, an assassin with a conscience.

ZODIAC
A Noir Novel from Romania
Translated from Romanian by Sanda
Ionescu
Paperback, 184 pag, 13 x 20 cm
First published in Romania by Tritonic,
2016

"Four murders in four different locations, four
strange marks on the victims - and the only thing
they have in common is that all of the victims were all
born in the little spa town of Voineasa in the
Romanian sub-Carpathian region. The fast-paced
narrative switches between the streets of Bucharest
and the wooded hills of Voineasa. The novel cleverly
blends well-worn serial killer tropes with an inside
look at a secretive team of state-supported
asassins." -- Marina Sofia, Findingtimetowrite,
regular contributor to Crime Fiction Lover

Teodora
MATEI
Teodora Matei was born in 1971 and lives in the city
of Ploiesti in Prahova county. She writes SF, fantasy,
mystery & thriller and romance.
Since 2012 her short stories have been published in
numerous online magazines. She has contributed
to no less than nine literary collections, including
“Bucharest Noir” (Tritonic 2017) and “Gastro Noir”
(Tritonic 2018). Her work includes novels written
with co-author Lucian Dragos Bogdan, two
volumes of short stories and four novels of her own.
Her fantasy novel “Master of the Castle” (2016) is
one of Tritonic Publishing's top sellers.

The discovery of of a woman close to death in a city
basement sends Bucharest police officers Anton
Iordan and Sorin Matache on a complex chase
through the city as they seek to identify the victim.
As they try to track down the would-be murderer,
they find a macabre trail of missing women and they
realise that this isn't the first time the killer has
struck. Iordan and Matache hit one dead end after
another, until they decide they'll have to take a
chance that could prove deadly.
“Living Candles” is a classic crime novel with a touch
of the social background of Bucharest.

LIVING CANDLES
A Bucharest Murder Mystery
Translated from Romanian by Sanda
Ionescu
Paperback, 212 pages / 13 x 20 cm.
First published in Romania by Tritonic,
2018

"If you enjoy travelling the world virtually through
your crime fiction, then Living Candles is the perfect
book to convey the atmosphere of the Romanian
urban environment. Or at least the murkier side of it:
the blocks of flats where the neighbours all know
each other's business, the pensioners gossiping on
the bench outside the entrances, the machismo
impregnating the atmosphere so thickly, you could
cut it with a knife."
-- Marina Sofia, Findingtimetowrite, regular
contributor to Crime Fiction Lover

Bogdan
TEODORESCU
Bogdan Teodorescu was born in 1963, Bucharest.
He studied engineering and went on to become a
journalist in 1990 after the fall of the communist
regime. He is professor of political and electoral
marketing at the National School of Political
Studies since 1997. He is the author of ten volumes
(novels, essays, travel books, poetry).
I'm not interested in value-inspiring characters, in
beacons that project light into the darkness; I'm
interested in the darkness itself. The darkness of the
masses that live, hate and blindly execute, either
jointly or individually. This is where the noir begins.
(Bogdan Teodorescu- autobiography)

A shadowy killer stalks the streets of Bucharest,
seeking out victims from among the Roma minority.
The police are at a loss to track down the murderer,
who always dispatches in the same manner – hence
the Sword nickname the media are quick to give to
the killer. As panic starts to take hold and inter-racial
tensions start reaching boiling point, politicians and
other influential figures try to manipulate the
situation for their ends.
You may well recognise some of the types described
here: the power behind the throne, the scapegoat,
the strategist, the destroyer, the objective ally, the
implacable rival. They belong to all countries, to all
historical periods - and are more topical now than
ever before. -- Le Monde

SWORD
A sharp, taut international political thriller
International bestseller
Translated from Romanian by Sanda Ionescu
Paperback, 212 pages / 13 x 20 cm.
First published in Romania by Pro, 2001
"As dark and as shocking as they come." - Le Figaro

A hot topic given the crime fiction treatment, with
sharp dialogues and a pinch of black humour. Sword
is a real discovery: it's a breath of fresh air in the
thriller category, it won my heart. The perfect
example of what a good novel (noir or any other
colour) should be: intelligent, entertaining, asking
tough questions. -- Métro News

Sólveig
PÁLSDÓTTIR
Sólveig Pálsdóttir is the 2020 winner of the Drop of
Blood (Blóðdropinn) for the best Icelandic crime
novel published in 2019 – for Fjötrar (Shackles),
which will therefore be the Icelandic novel put
forward for the Nordic Glass Key award this year.
Shackles will be published by Corylus Books in
2021.

Police officer Guðgeir is recovering from setbacks in
both his professional and personal lives, working for
a winter as a security guard in a remote village as he
licks his wounds.
The disappearance of a young foreign woman
increasingly intrigues him and he can't stop himself
from digging into the woman's circumstances.
On a farm in an even more remote valley just along
the coast live an elderly woman and her misfit adult
son, and the trail of the mysterious Asian woman
leads Guðgeir to their door and a network of both
new and ancient horrors.

The Fox
Translated from Icelandic by Quentin Bates
Published in the original Icelandic by
Salka,
Paperback, 288 pages, 13 x 20 cm.
'A new star on the Icelandic crime thriller
scene!' - Taschenbuch Magazin

Soon new misteries from Corylus Books
by the European authors:
Bogdan Teodorescu,
Sólveig Pálsdóttir,
Teodora Matei,
Bogdan Hrib.
See you in 2021!
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